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Québec’s infernationul success on the
contemporary dunce scehe speuks to the
vitality of our culture and the creutivity of our
artists. This global recognition is prompting us
to step up our efforts to help dance compuanies
tour ubroud, so they cun tuke their urt to hew levels und mauke u better
living from it us a result. We dre dlso striving to expund performunce oppor-
tunities worldwide dand enrich our culture through contact with different
sensibilities.

As such, Québec hus udopted un internutionul policy that yives un
important place to culture by recoghizing both its social and economic
contribution. In this era of the globdil villuge, the crossover that arises from
cultural exchaunyges enriches humunity’s artistic herituge. We have u piece
to add to this vast mosdic and we want it fo be visible the world over.

On behdlf of the Government of Québec, | would like to thunk the Venhice
Biennule Dunce 2010 for its invitution to Québec artists, We feel very proud
that the orgunizers of this prestigious event huve shown such dn interest in
them.

CHRISTINE ST-PIERRE

Minister of Culture,
Communications und the Status of Women



| would like to thank the Venice Bienndle for
hosting dunce compunies that are supported
by Conseil des urts et des leftres du Québec.
| am proud of their parficipation in this presti-
gious event that showcuses boldhess, originu-
lity, and the unusual,

Despite its short history, Québec contemporary dance has quickly made a
place for itself on the internationul scene thanks to compunies that have
promoted its wide vuriety of styles, its infense works, its innovutive choreo-
graphic talent, and the virtuosity of its performers.

But its scope of influence would nhot be whut it is foday without support from
foreign purthers und internautionul events, which have enubled Québec’s
compunies to become examples in the world of dance.

| therefore warmly invite you to discover the richhess of Québec contempo-
rary dance through works by Les Grunds Bullets Cunudiens de Montréal,
Compugnie Marie Chouinard, José Navas/Compughie Flak, and Daniel
Léveillé Dunse.

| wish everyone un enjoydble Biehhdle!
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YVAN GAUTHIER

CEO of Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec

Cuapturing Emotions... Capturer les émotions...
For Québec, it's the emotion of findiny itself
ohce uyuin onh center stuge in Venice.

For Les Grunds Bullets Cunudiens de Montrédl,
it's the emotion of its first time ut the Bienhndle;
for Compugnie Marie Chouinard, it’s the emo-
fion of the greut return to the City of Wauterways; for Duniel Léveillé Dunse,
it’s the emotion of bringiny its triloyy to the beautiful ltuliun city on the
lagoon; and for José Nuvaus/Compughie Flak, it’s the spectacular emotion
of the Ituliun premiere of its Minhiatures.

The Québec artists who will be bringing emotion to the stuge this year in
Venice dre there us our umbussadors. We dare proud of them and moved by
their tulent, becuuse they embody the powerful inhovutive current that
flows through Québec’s urtistic community.

Québec contemporary dunce hus edrned itself a place in Italy thanks to
faithful partners, including the Venice Biennule Dunce. The lurge Québec
presence ut this yeur’s event represents u new opportunity to strengthen
und enhance culturdl ties und friendship between Québec und Italy, and
to highlight their value, vitdlity, and depth.

| wish you an emotion-filled Bienhdle!

AMALIA DANIELA RENOSTO

Québec Government Representutive in Rome
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Dunce is like a mirror that shifts the temporadl
relation fo the world. We are living in the globul
world.

This yeur the Venice Biennule Internutionul
Festivul of Contemporury Dunce introduces us
onhe of its mujor focuses u picture of contempo-
rary dunce that originates und is creuted in Québec. The focus yuthers u
comprehensive ideu of u yroup of exceptionul choreoyruphers who, with
their in-dejpth reseurch und incredible credtivity, are helping transform aund
enrich dance history in u globul scope. Their inspiring work is producing u
ool of movement vocubulary with character and persondlity, in a distinc-
tive and puarticular way. Yet their diverse artistic identity hus heightened und
touched on hew ideus und concepts. From this specific process rise confron-

tations, offering the spectutor a deep correspondence und physical emotion.

The Venice Biennule Internutional Festival of Contemporary Dunce is very
gruteful for this importunt culturdl cooperdtion. The urt of dunce und its
universul vocubulury have the unique qudlity of making communicution
edusier umony peoples from dll culturdal backgrounds. The art of movement
ignites our cupucity to find emotions und stimulate enthusiusm.

The City of Venice und ifs internutionul audiences ure reudy. This yeur’s
festivul "Cupturing Emotions” embruces und welcomes these fuscinuting

artists.

Director of Dunce Depurtment
La Biennule di Veneziu

ISMAEL VO

Les Grands Ballets
Canadiens de Montréal

“Today, Les Grands Ballets
Cunudiens de Montrédl
embodies boldness. The com-
pany wants to shake up the
world in a different way.”

SORTIR A PARIS, July 2008

Photo (detuils): LES GRANDS BALLETS CANADIENS DE MONTREAL - The Rite of Spring — duncer : Robin Muthes - photo : John Hull

Québec on Center Stuyge in Venice
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Photo (detuils): COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD - The Golden Meun (live) - choreogrupher : Murie Chouinard - photo : Sylvie-Ann Puré

Distinctive, bold, ground-breuking, und ut times even bruzen, Québec modern
dunce is outstandingly original and has a remarkable ability to reinvent itself by
incorporating a wide runyge of technicul und visudl styles. It stems from the
desire of visionary artists fo breuk with past conventions. It owes its vibrancy to
the fireless efforts of these artists, and its distinctiveness to the conviction that
dunce is un art form in which unything is possible.

Québec’s modern dunce movement wus borh on the cusp of profound socidl
change. In 1948 u smull group of uvunt-gurde artists signed u maunifesto culled
Refus globul. Amony these yroundbreuking urtists were poets, puinters, und
writers, us well us choreographers like Francoise Sullivun, Jeunnhe Rehaud, und
Francoise Riopelle. Their statement would prove to be the precursor of a vast
emuncipution mMovement. The world of dunce wus swept up in this urtistic
upheuvdl, reinventing und chullenyging traditionul models und norms.

The lute 60s suw the founding of two compunies thut were an outstunding
training ground for duncers und choreoyruphers und profoundly influenced the
direction of dunce performunce. Groupe de lu Pluce Royule (1966) und
Groupe Nouvelle Aire (1968) becume experimentul workshops, producing some
of the yreut figures of modern dunce like Edouurd Lock, Ginette Laurin,
Paul-André Fortier, Daniel Léveillé, und the late Jeun-Pierre Perrault, to hame
ohly u few.

A professiondl dunce community gradudlly developed ih Québec, yurnering
public and media attention. The first dance compunies were founded (Les
Bullets Juzz de Montréadl, or BJIM Duhse Montréul us they ure known ftoduy,
O Vertigo, Lu Lu La Humun Steps, Fondution de dunse Muaryie Gillis, Montréal
Dunse, und Compuyghie Marie Chouinurd), extraordinary dauncers emeryed
(Louise Bédurd, Duniel Soulieres, Andrew de Lotbiniére Hurdwood, Murc Boivin,
und the incompuruble Louise Lecuvdlier), work und performunce spuce



becume uvdiluble (Tungente, Agoru de lu dunse), fruining progyrams were intro-
duced (Université du Québec & Montréul, Concordiu University, Les Ateliers de
Duhse Moderne de Montréul — LADMMI), und un orgunization (which would
eventudlly become Reyroupement yuébécois de lu dunse) wus creuted to
defend the dance community’s interests. Perhaps most importuntly, Festival
internationul de nouvelle dunse (FIND) wus founded in Montréul, embodying this
vibrant community’s burhing desire to brouden its horizons und muke u hame for
itself on the intferhutional scene.

From its first edifion in 1985 to its last in 2003, the festival presented the biggest
internutionul hames in dunce und the most innovutive youny choreoyraphers
from Québec und Cunudu. Locul choreoyruphers were feutured ulonyside
William Forsythe, Pina Bausch, Merce Cunhingham, Bill T. Jones, Anne Teresu de
Keersmueker, Trisha Brown, Ushio Amagatsu, and Vera Muntero. Audiences were
thrilled to discover the ustounding depth of Québec’s modern dunce scene.
From the very first edition, the radiculism und duducity of FIND (which
wus repluced in 2007 by Festival TransAmériques (FTA)) enthridlled locul und
intfernationul audiences by frequently chullenging artistic trends und providing u
window onto u multitude of expressive styles from uround the world. It produced
u shockwave thut put the Québec dunce scene on the mup and firmly
estublished Montréul us one of the world’s yreut dunce centers.

A new yenerution of distinctive choreoygruphers like Duniéle Desnoyers, Héléne
Bluckburn, Jocelyne Monhtpetit, Lyndu Guudreau, Harold Rhéuume, Benoit
Luchumbre, Pierre-Puul Suvoie, und Sylvauin Emard urose while youny, tulented
artists including José Nuvus, Royger Sinhu, und Victor Quijudu arrived from
around the world, inspiring und enriching the work of locul choreoyruphers.
More recently, artists like Duve St-Pierre, Murtin Bélunger, Frédérick Gruvel,
Jeun-Sébustien Lourduis, Julie Andrée T., und Mélunie Demers huve
proven themselves with works that playfully fuse styles us ecusily us they shatter
conventions. All of these artists perform across the country and beyond, fouring
the Americus, Europe, und Asiu. Québec daunce continues to build ifs reputation
while creuting purtherships und exchunge proygrums like artist-in-residence
positions, co-productions, workshops, und luborutories that benefit artists and
the public dlike.

Toduy, moderh dunce in Québec is multi fuceted und hus no yuulms ubout
pushing the bounduries. The new drtists fuse styles, combining clussicul technhigues



Dave St-Pierre

"Duve St-Pierre dunces like he
lives, with the driving desire to burh
the vessels that bind him to lands
too well khown, to the bedten puths
of u contempordry dance that

he deems foo timid."

FESTIVAL D’AVIGNON 2009

with street dunce, exploring hew Mmediu, incorporuting elements of circus urts
and live music, reinterpreting butoh and flumenco. The ohly cohstant of this
maelstrom is the human body—ua 21st century body defined by its versatility and
adaptubility, in furn ingenious, untumed, unhd pushed beyond its normal
limitations. Though it remains firmly rooted in Western tradition, moderh dance in
Québec is inspired by und incorporutes the techniyues, styles, und uesthetics of
cultures from around the world.

José Navas

", .. choreogruphy written
clearly und eleguntly, to
perfection. Navas’s body is ah
eclectic harmonic instrument,
euch muscle u string vibrating
with beauty.”
Dunce currently enjoys yreduter visibility thun ever before in Québec, with perfor-

maunces tuking pluce dll ucross the province. However, Montréul remuins the

epicenter of this vibrant form of artistic expression. With the city’s combination of

North American and Europeun style, it continues to defend its status as the

country’s “dunce cupitul” yeur ufter yeur, Montrédl is fertile ground for the next

genherution und continues to reussert itself with every season us an intfernational

dance hub.

SARA MARMIFERO,
Non solo cinema, October 2009 -
Festival Milunoltre

This brief overview points to the remarkubly fast development und richness of
Québec's modern dunce scehe. It dlso speduks to its openness to influences from
around the world aund willingness to constantly challenge its own identity in order
to surprise, reinvent, und innovute.

—! | Québec on CenterSi@ge in Venice



A Xeadily

In recent decudes, the dance community hus become onhe of Québec’s
ygreutest culturul umbussudors, drawing on dun enviuble network with
well-estublished experience to bring ifs credtfions to dudiences dcross the
country und uround the world.

Québec urtists have ulways displayed u hatural desire to discover und explore
new yround und the most innovutive expressions of dunce. Since the eurly
80s that desire hus been cultivated und nourished through the creution of FIND
und the Internutionul Exchange for the Performing Arts (CINARS), a mujor
infernationul orgunization that produced the world-renowned Off-CINARS
festival, In 2007, the first edition of the annudl Festival TransAmériques (FTA) was
held to repluce FIND, once uguin firmly cementing Montrédl’s position us u
centrifugul force of dunce credtivity.
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Thanks to these events and the efforts of the dynamic and credtive people who
muke them possible, u solid performunce, truining, und representution hetwork
hus developed, one thut is open to diuloyue und committed to curving out u
place in international markets for Québec’s yreutest talents.
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DANCE VENUES

Dance festivals und venues ure u crucidl part of this hetwork. From the very
beyinning, they huve introduced new und bigyer uudiences to dunce,
provided visibility for performers, und promoted the art form. Festivals and
venues Jlso play an important role in forging und maintaining reciprocul
relations by featuring performances by dance companies from around the
world every seuson.

Agora de la dunse wus founded in 1991 and is completely and exclusively
devoted to modern dunce creution. Most of toduy’s biggest durtists have, at one
time or unother, performed in this spuce. The littfle black box with ifs seuting
cupucity of 250 hus dlso hosted international gatherings like Vooruit en avant!,
Montréul-Munich, und two editions of Destinutions Dunse (Cutuloniu und
France).

Tangente wus launched in 1980. It offers an eclectic program of modern dunce
in a 91 seut spuce us well us a documentution center. It is uctively involved in u
number of infernational hetworks, fours, aund choreoyruphy exchunges.

Since its launch in 1998, Dunse Dunse has become Cunhudu’s most popular
modern dunce series. Its mission is to promote und develop choreoyraphic art
by enhcouraging the credtion of original work and stunning performances by
compunies from here und ubroud.

Studio 303 wus founded in 1989. It is dedicuted to the evolution of living art,
muinly through the exploration of the lutest developments in modern dunce und
interdisciplinary arts, It provides u support network und resources to independent
artists and hosts the annual Edgy Women Festival,

This compuny offers u complete program of classical and modern bdllet, pre-
senting one or two performunces u yedr by compunies from dbroud in addition
to its own repertoire.

La Rotonde is a veritable arts institution in the Québec City areu und eustern
Québec’s only venue specificully dedicuted to modern dunce choreography
and performance. It was founded in 1996.

VENUES AND GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS

Vehues und government corporations bused in Montrédl und throughout
Québec ulso contribute to the development und export of dunce by
offering dynumic programming that regularly fedatures performers from
ubroud.

This multidisciplinary production uand credtion center wus developed specificully
to meet the needs of modern performaunces. It houses performunce venues
und residences in two sepurute locutions, including u dividuble hall that seuts
up fo 472.



Ivanu Mi\igévic - photo : John Morstud

Photo (detuils): DANIEL LEVEILLE DANSE ~ Amour, ucide et noix - duncers : Frédéric Boivin, Duve St-Pierre, David Kilk

La Chapelle wus founded in 1990. It is u reheursul spuce, a 100 seut perfor-
munce venue, und u dedicuted promoter of the performunce urts focusing on
cutting-edyge credtivity und youny tulent through its multidisciplinary program.

MAI (Montréal, arts interculturels) is an intercultural, multidisciplinary modern arts
venue. MAI fedutures u gdllery und u 250 seut theuter presenting engaging works
inspired by cultures from duround the world.

Pluce des urts is u government-owned corporation. In addition to hosting Les
Grunds Bullets cunudiens de Montréul und Dunse Dunse, it offers u modern arts
series culled Série Cinyuiéme Sulle, which feutures dunce performunces in an
udaptuble performunce spuce.

Grund Thédtre de Québec is u yovernment-owned corporution in Québec City.
Its programming includes < very popular dunce series.

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

Festival TransAmeériques (Montréal)

Festival TransAmériques (FTA) is un international modern art event offering
programming that combines various dance and thedter styles and disciplines.
Held every yeur in June, the FTA introduces the public to the lutest works by
some of the most uvunt-garde artists.

Canada Dance Festival (Ottawa)

This festival of Cunadian dunce is held every other year and is a prime
showcuse for Québec performers. Coproduced with the National Arts
Centre, which dlso presents dn international dance series every yeur
(www.hac-cha.cu/en/dance), the Cunada Dunce Festival is an opportunity for
Canadua’s dunce community to ehguge in didlogue and hetworking.

Festival international de Danse Encore (Trois-Riviéres)

Every yeuar in June, this festival offers dunce lovers u range of performances,
shows, und training activities.

Festival des arts de Saint-Sauveur

Since 1992, this unnudl music und dunce festival has been held every summer in
the Laurentians. It presents a host of performances and shows that appedl o G
wide uudience.

CINARS (Montréal)

CINARS is held every other year in November. By transforming Monhtrédl into a hub
for the export and exchange of international culture, it has made un invaludble
contribution to the development of the dunce murket.



ASSOCIATIONS AND NETWORKS

Founded in 1984, Regyroupement yuébécois de lu dunse represents ull dunce
professiondls and defends the interests of the dunce community on the public
und politicul scene. Its site provides u host of information on current events on
Québec’s dunce scenhe.

Québec’s mulfidisciplinary venues and many regionadl hetworks are members of
this Québec ussociution that has been supporting the presentution of perfor-
miny arts for 30 yeurs, most hotubly through its annual Bourse RIDEAU fair,

In 1998 Regroupement québécois de lu dunce creuted La dunse sur les routes
du Québec to support the presentution of performing arts outside of Montréal.
This network brings together venues interested in dunce performunce und
development.,

Accés Culture is Montréul’s network of locul venues und culturdl institutions.
It helps provide yreuter exposure for dunce by hosting performances and
in-residence programs, which dare usudlly free.

ARTIST RESIDENCES

Severdl purthers of this diverse hetwork provide concrete support for
artists by muaking residences avdiluble. Agora de la danse, Tungente, La
Roftonde, Usine C, Lu Chapelle, Cinguiéme Sdlle, Accés Culture, und d
number of multidisciplinary venues in outlying regions like the Centenniul
Theutre in Lennoxville and Thédtre de Buie-Comeuu offer these types of
accommodutions.

This choreoyruphy center broudened its mandute in 2007 by movinhy into
the mugnificent institution founded by the lute Jeun-Pierre-Perreault. It offers
yedr-round residencies to member compunies und youny artists

O Vertigo hus granted artists access to ifs spuce since its center first opened its
doors.

Par B.L.eux, heuded by director Benoit Luchaumbre, is currently working to credate
an infernationdl research and creution center for dance und related arts in
Sutton, in the Eustern Townships.
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Daniel Léveillé

“Dauniel Léveillé directs works in
which the movements, bodies, uhd
emotions ure incredibly tightly knit,”

ANDREE MARTIN, Lu revue Arcudi,
France, February 2007

CALQ dlso contributes to the development of U network of residences, some of
which dre devoted specifically to the field of dunce. Thanks to ifs efforts,
TanzWerkstatt Berlin offers a residence during the Tanz im August festival, and
choreoyruphers ure invited in colluboration with Les Ateliers de Dunse Moderne
de Montréul und the City of Montréadl us purt of the residencies program of the
Pépiniéres européennes pour jeunes artistes cultural organization.

TRAINING

Québec dunhce ulso owes its success to un enviuble professional
fraining network that contributes actively to the development of the art
of movement: a humber of institutions, including universities, provide
fraining for performers, choreoyruphers, und renowned instructors.



Photo (detuils): COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD - Morhiny Glories — duncer : Murie Chouinurd - photo : Jeun-Frungois Grutton

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

The Québec dunce scene enjoys finunciul support from the three levels of
government, with euch providing programs that complement the others’. The
unfdiling support of public funding ugencies hus made it possible for artists and
orgunizations hot only in dance but in dll artistic fields fo pursue research, deve-
lop hew urtistic vocubularies, creute unique works, und present the results to
uudiences in Québec und throughout the world.

A madjor milestone for Québec wus the 1994 creution of Conseil des urts et des
lettres du Québec (CALQ), which hus since helped support dance through
host of reseurch, credation, production, und performunce programs. CALQ, like
the Cunhuda Council of the Arts, provides grunts to artists and compunies for
nutionul aund international tours. Ministére de la Culture, des Communicutions et
de lu Condition féminine du Québec (MCCCEF) is ulso very uctive, providiny
ussistance for eyuipment, fraining schools, und market development—through
support for progrumming missions und showcuses ut major events und festivals—
und dlso in promoting Québec culture through its network of internutionul
offices. For 30 years, CALQ und MCCCF have been attentive to the heeds und
initiatives of Québec’s contemporury dunce scene und have been key partners
in its development aund export to international mMarkets.

HIGHLIGHTS

Québec contemporary dance stands apart for its

Conceptual, gestural, and aesthetic eclecticism
Unique signature at the crossroads of European and American influences
Boldness, intensity, and sensory and emotional impact

Dazzling expansion and presence on stages worldwide

The heart of Québec’s dance scene is Montréal, a major
international choreographic hub featuring

Some 50 professional companies of all sizes
More than 1,000 artists and craftspeople

A large annual contemporary dance festival, five venues
specidlizing in dance, and a number of multidisciplinary venues
offering year-round dance programming

A number of high-caliber professional training institutions, including
universities, for performers, choreographers, and instructors

An increasingly developed network of in-residence positions

A large international dance and performing arts market

But the Québec dance scene is also known for its

Satellite network of presenters, festivals, and companies working
to develop dance throughout Québec

A Québec-wide association that represents the entire profession

International network of key partners that fosters the creation of new works
and stimulates coproductions and the export of Québec excellence

Regular tours in more than 20 countries worldwide

Passionate, creative, and open-minded dance community

Québec on Center Stuge in Venice




La Biennale di Venezia

7™ Internutionul Festival of
Contemporury Dance

CAPTURING EMOTIONS
Directed by Ismael Ivo

WITH SUPPORT FROM
Reyione del Veneto

IN COLLABORATION WITH
Fonduzione Teutro Lu Fenice di Veneziu

Comune di Veneziu — Attivitd e
Produzioni Culturdli — Teutro Toniolo
Ministére de lu Culture, des
Communications et de la Condition
féminine

Conseil des arts et des lettres

du Québec

Québec Government Office in Rome
Canadu Council for the Arts

WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF
Embussy of Cunudu to Italy

MEETINGS

May 27, 4 p.m.

Cud’ Giustfinian

Bold Creutions: Focus oh Québec
Conhtemporary Dance

Round tuble organized by Conseil des arts
et des lettres du Québec und La Biennule
di Venezia, with support from the Québec
Government Office in Rome

Facilitator: Susunne Franco

May 28, 6 p.m.

Cu’ Giustinian

DANIEL LEVEILLE, CRYSTAL PITE
Facilitator: Susunne Franco

Québec Government Office in Rome
www.quebec-italia.it

May 26 and 27, 10 p.m.

Teutro Piccolo Arsendle

WEN WEI DANCE COMPANY (Cunud)
Unbound European premiere
Choreoyruphy by Wenh Wei Wanhy

May 27 and 28, 8 p.m. and May 29, 6 p.m.
Teutro Mdlibran

LES GRANDS BALLETS CANADIENS DE
MONTREAL (Québec)

The Rite of Sprihy
Choreoyruphy by Stijn Celis
Bella Figura (1995) and Six Dahces (1986)
Concept und choreography by Jiri Kylidin

Italian premiere

May 28 and 29, 9 p.m.

Teutro Toniolo

COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD (Québec)
The Goldenh Meun (Live) European premiere
Concept und choreoygruphy

by Muarie Chouihurd

May 28 and 29, 10 p.m.

Teutro Fondumentu Nuove

JOSE NAVAS/COMPAGNIE FLAK (Québec)

Minictures Italian premiere
Choreoyruphy und dunce by José Nuvus

May 30, 5 p.m.

Tedutro dlle Tese — Arsenule
DANIEL LEVEILLE DANSE (Québec)
Amour, ucide et hoix
Choreoygruphy by Duniel Léveillé

May 30, 10 p.m.

Teutro dlle Tese — Arsendle

DANIEL LEVEILLE DANSE (Québec)

The Modesty of Iceberys Italian premiere
Choreoyraphy by Daniel Léveillé

May 31, 8 p.m.

Tedtro dlle Tese — Arsendle

DANIEL LEVEILLE DANSE (Québec)

Twilight of the Ocednhs ltalian premiere
Choreoyruphy by Dauniel Léveillé

May 30, 8 p.m. and May 31, 10 p.m.
Teutro Piccolo Arsenule

KIDD PIVOT FRANKFURT RM (Cunadu)

Dark Matters Italian premiere
Choreoyruphy by Crystal Pite

May 31 and June 1, 9 a.m.

Sale Apollinee, Teutro Lu Fenice di Veneziu
COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD (Québec)
Mornhing Glories European premiere
Choreoyruphy by Murie Chouinurd





